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Resolution No. 7 
Establishment of a Western Hemisphere Reserve System 
to Protect Shorebird Populations 
WHEREAS, more than 48 species of shorebirds, constituting a popula- 
tion estimated in excess of ten to twenty million birds, are dependent on a 
number of strategically placed essential migration habitats for their staging 
and feeding during their annual migration from South America to the 
Arctic Circle; 
WHEREAS, these essential staging areas constitute a habitat link which 
is vital to the survival of these species and many others; 
WHEREAS, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, the Provinces and Territories, Mexico, and the individual 
states are responsible for the protection and management of the shorebird 
resource under the terms of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act; 
WHEREAS, this resource is of international importance and demands 
recognition in the entire Western Hemisphere; and 
WHEREAS, the World Wildlife Fund, the International Wader Study 
Group, and a number of other agencies and institutions have shown an 
interest in developing a network of recognized habitats, to be known as the 
reserve system, that are essential to the survival and well being of shore- 
birds; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies supports the concept of developing a 
reserve system of essential shorebird habitats in North America; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the International Association 
pledges to cooperate with the World Wildlife Fund, the various states and 
other appropriate interests and individuals in delineating the most essential 
migratory shorebird habitats in the Western Hemisphere; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the International Association sup- 
ports future efforts to encourage South and Central American countries to 
establish a system of reserves in these neo-tropical countries where essential 
habitat must be protected; and 
BE IT LASTLY RESOLVED, that the International Association further 
encourages the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Canadian Wildlife 
Service, the Provinces, Territories and Mexico to recognize the need to 
develop an international shorebird management plan which will include a 
reserve system and, in cooperation with the states, implement planning and 
management programs to protect the shorebird habitat in the Western 
Hemisphere. 
Resolution No. 8 
Oil and Gas Leasing in Bristol Bay 
WHEREAS, the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) North Aleutian Basin 
Oil and Gas Lease Sale 92 is currently scheduled for December 1985: 
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WHEREAS, the North Aleutian Basin contains some of the richest 
fishing grounds in the world, including a majority of the domestic ground- 
fish and king and Tanner crab fisheries in the eastern Bering Sea; 
WHEREAS, the North Aleutian Basin sale area and adjacent coastal 
habitats seasonally support virtually the entire world’s populations of black 
brant, emperor geese, cackling Canada geese, Stellar’s eiders, king eiders, 
and gray whales, the largest remaining red salmon run in the world and the 
major red king crab spawning area for the entire eastern Bering Sea; 
WHEREAS, the North Aleutian Basin sale area and adjacent coastal 
waters comprise a critical segment of the Pacific Flyway containing Cinder 
River, Port Moller, Port Heiden, and Izembek Lagoon state and federal 
refuges which provide critical staging and feeding areas for hundreds of 
thousands of geese and millions of ducks destined for over-wintering areas 
in California, Washington, Oregon and Mexico; 
WHEREAS, the North Aleutian Basin sale area and adjacent waters, in- 
cluding Unimak Pass, are the major migration corridor for fish, waterbirds, 
knd marine mammals passing between the north Pacific Ocean and Bering 
rSea, including up to 100 million adult salmon, one billion juvenile salmon, a 
majority of the world’s northern fur seal population, the entire Pacific gray 
whale population, and millions of seabirds; 
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has identified 38 information needs 
which are essential to a responsible evaluation of the potential impacts of oil 
and gas development and the formulating of effective mitigating measures 
in the North Aleutian Basin on fish and wildlife resources as part of a joint 
information needs assessment with the Minerals Management Service; 
WHEREAS, the Minerals Management Service has predicted that 1.97 
oil spills exceeding 42,000 gallons would occur from platforms and pipelines 
in the Sale 92 area under maximum production estimates; 
WHEREAS, oil and gas exploration, development, production and 
transportation present significant risks to the unparalleled fish and wildlife 
resources of the Southeast Bering Sea from major and chronic oil spills, 
disturbance from vessel and aircraft traffic, seismic surveys, and loss of 
habitat from the construction of major on-shore facilities; 
WHEREAS, the fish and wildlife resources of the North Aleutian Basin 
have great social and economic value, not only to Alaskans, but to all 
residents of the Pacific Coast of the United States and many foreign 
nations. Although no estimates are available for the value of such things as 
subsistence hunting and fishing, waterfowl hunting or wildlife viewing, the 
use of these resources is highly valued by many Americans, the first 
wholesale value of the fisheries based upon North Aleutian Basin resources 
alone is in excess of 1 billion dollars in some years, and these fisheries 
employ over 15,000 people annually; 
WHEREAS, the Minerals Management Service has ranked the North 
Aleutian Basin only 15th in terms of oil and gas potential out of 23 other 
Outer Continental Shelf sale areas; 
WHEREAS, over 50 million acres in 12 oil and gas basins have already 
been made available for oil and gas exploration elsewhere in Alaska through 
previous state and federal lease sales, and an additional 15 federal sales en- 
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compassing hundreds of millions of additional acres are scheduled for 
Alaskan waters over the next five years; 
WHEREAS, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act requires the Secre- 
tary of Interior to consider fish and wildlife values, the potential impacts of 
oil and gas leasing on those resources, and the recommendations of affected 
states in reaching a decision to offer a portion of the OCS for lease; 
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has asked the Secretary of Interior to 
delay Sale 92 until at least 1994 and has placed a 10-year moratorium on any 
state oil and gas leasing on state submerged lands along the northern Alaska 
Peninsula because of concern over the need to conserve the area’s fisheries 
and unique wildlife. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies urges the Secretary of Interior to 
reconsider OCS Sale 92 and delete the North Aleutian Basin Planning Area 
from the OCS 1986-1991 five-year leasing schedule; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the International Association urges 
the Secretary of Interior to delete the North Aleutian Basin from futun 
consideration for leasing until completion of studies to fill critical informa- 
tion needs identified by the state in the joint state, Minerals Management 
Service, and United Fishermen of Alaska Information Needs Study. 
Resolution No. 9 
Appreciation to Idaho, Our Host 
WHEREAS, the 75th Annual Meeting of the International Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies held in Sun Valley, Idaho, was well-struc- 
tured and carried out, 
WHEREAS, the State of Idaho and the Director and staff of the Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game have done an excellent job in developing an 
outstanding program and h<jve been most gracious hosts; 
WHEREAS, the State of Idaho and the Director and staff of the Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game went beyond and above the call of duty to bring 
rain to the drought-stricken area during the annual conference; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies extends its most sincere appreciation 
to the State of Idaho and the Director and staff of the Department of Fish 
and Game for their hospitality and for a rewarding and memorable 
conference. 
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